COVID-19 RETURN TO SCHOOL GUIDE FOR STUDENTS AND FACULTY

Symptoms
Tested and Negative

Tested and Positive

Not Tested with an Alternate Diagnosis
(strep, influenza, etc. as determined by
provider)

No Symptoms

May return to school after:

24 hours fever-free without the use of feverreducing medications AND

Improvement of symptoms AND

If diagnosed with alternative illness, follow
the WI Childhood Communicable Diseases
chart found Here for return to school
guidelines
May return to school after:

At least 5 days have passed from the
symptom onset date (symptom onset is Day
0)AND

24 hours fever-free without the use of feverreducing medications AND

Improvement of symptoms

Strict mask use for 10 days while around
others
May return to school after:

24 hours fever-free without the use of feverreducing medications AND

Based on diagnosis, follows the WI
Childhood Communicable Disease chart Here
for return to school guidelines
May return to school after:

At least 5 days have passed from the date
symptoms began AND

24 hours fever-free without the use of feverreducing medications AND

Improvement of symptoms

May continue to attend school.
EXCEPTION: A known close contact
meeting the community setting or classroom
setting definition must complete a 5-day
quarantine and should implement strict mask
use for 10 days after last contact with the
positive individual.
May return to school after:

At least 5 days have passed from the
date the test was taken

Strict mask use around others for 10
days from test date.
EXCEPTION: If an individual develops
symptoms, refer to Symptoms column
(Symptom onset is Day 0)
N/A

N/A
Not Tested Without an Alternate
Diagnosis
Follow COVID-19 Symptom Criteria:
One symptom of cough, shortness of breath,
difficulty breathing, loss of taste and/or
smell; OR
Two symptoms of fever or chills, muscle
aches or body aches, headache, sore throat,
fatigue, congestion or runny nose, nausea or
vomiting, diarrhea
Close Contact has occurred if any of the following situations happened while an individual spent time with the person with a confirmed or
probable case of COVID-19, even if the person did not have symptoms during their infectious period:

Had direct contact with the person; OR

Had contact with the person’s respiratory secretions, OR

Lives with or stayed overnight with the person, OR

Were within 6 feet of the person for more than 15 minutes
EXCEPTION: In the K-12 indoor classroom setting, the close contact definition excludes students who were within 3 to 6 feet of an infected
student if both students were consistently wearing well-fitted masks.
NOTE: Exception DOES NOT apply to teachers, staff and other adults in the classroom setting.

See Next Page for Quarantine Guidance
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The following close contacts should
quarantine for 5 days after last contact
with the positive individual. On day 6-10
discontinue quarantine and continue
wearing a well-fitted mask around others
through day 10:












You are ages 18 or older and
completed the primary series of
recommended vaccine but have
not received a recommended
booster shot when available.
You received the single dose
Johnson & Johnson vaccine over
2 months ago and have not
received a recommended booster
shot.
You are not vaccinated or have
not completed a primary vaccine
series.

The following close contacts Do Not Need
to quarantine, however, should wear a
well-fitting mask around others for 10
days from the date of your last close
contact with the positive individual.


If you are a close contact and symptomatic, get
tested as soon as possible and isolate until test
results are received.

You are ages 18 or older and have
received all recommended
vaccine doses, including boosters
and additional primary shots for
some immunocompromised
people.
You are ages 5 -17 and completed
the primary series of COVID-19
vaccines.
You had a confirmed COVID-19
infection within the last 90 days
(you tested positive using a viral
test).

If positive, follow the above guidance for
Tested and Positive.
If negative, continue quarantine for 5 days
from last contact or until illness symptoms
improve (whichever is later).

If you are a close contact, are symptomatic and
are not recommended to quarantine based on
vaccination guidance:



Isolate and get tested.
Remain in isolation until notified of test
results, then follow the guidance above
Tested and Negative or Tested and
Positive.

If you are a close contact and do not have
symptoms:




Continue to quarantine through 5 days
from last contact of the positive
individual.
Monitor for symptoms of illness for 10
days from last contact with the positive
person.
Get tested at least 5 days after your last
contact with the positive individual.

If you test positive refer to
tested and positive guidance
above

Wear a well-fitting mask around others for
10 days from the date of your last close
contact with someone who is positive for
COIVD-19 infection.
Get tested at least 5 days after you last had
close contact with someone with COIVD-19.

If you test positive refer to tested
and positive guidance above
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